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CALM ADDRESS, &c. 


T7 HEN any danger whatever 
W ſeems to threaten us as a Na- 
tion, every one who wiſhes well to his 
country ſhould uſe his utmoſt endeavours 
for the peace and ſecurity of it, as far as 
lays in his power, let his ſphere in life 
be high or low and more eſpecially 
when it is conſidered, that if any public 
calamity enſues, he muſt be a ſharer in 
the general evil. This, I hope, is a fuf- 
ficient plea for the following pages. I 
expect no lucrative advantage from them 


A 2 I am 


( 4 ) 
I am adverſe to no party. Ithave either 


„ "I 


hopes nor fears from any man ning; 


either in exalted ſtations, or of low degree; 


yet I look upon it as certain that I thall 
be treated with n e and 
ridicule by many on beth "my But [ 
ſhall not at all regard their cenſures. 
Be it ſo, if my weak but well-meant 


* 


peace. That man certainly i is unworthy 


efforts may in che ſmalleſt degree 


the name of a Briton who dares not ſacri- 
fice a good name to the intereſt of his 
©ountry : For, ſurely, where our neigh. 
bour' s houſe is in flames, a bucket of wa- 
ter from the meaneſt hand is an offering 


not meriting contempt. 


By an event truly unfortunate and un- 


precedented in the deplorable ſituation of 


our 


(CY 
pur beloved Monarch, the functions of 
that government of which he was the 
ſpring, and in which conſiſted all that 
was dear to us as Britons are for the pre- 
tent ſuſpended- -a circumſtance that the 
, annals of hiſtory cannot produce the like, 
at leaſt ſince the glorious Revolution 
which placed the preſent Brunfwick Fa- 
mily on the Britiſ Throne; = which 
defect in the happy conſtitution of theſe 
kingdoms muſt be ſupplied, in order to 
give its government energetic power. 
Now this, agreeable to the regular mode 
of proceeding formerly adopted, in caſes 
of the ſovereign's long abſence, or ſevere 
illneſs, &c. muſt be by a Regency. For 
the Conſtitution of this Country, happi- 
dy compoſed of three eſtates, viz. King, 
Lords, and Commons, the baſis of thoſe 


fundamental 


( 6 ) 


fundamental laws deliver'd down to us 


by our forefathers,, may be compared ts 
a piece of mechaniſm, to which compo- 
nent parts muſt be added---the Spring, to 
give it motion, without which it would 
be always imperfect. Not totally differ- 
ent is the preſent calamitous caſe : The 

two great branches of the Legiſlature, 

the Lords aud the Repreſentatives of the 
People, may fit and enact laws, may pre- 
pare the beſt of ſtatutes, but muſt have 
the main conſtitutional Spring to give 
them vigour, Hence the Wiſdom of the 


Legiſlature are endeavouring as far as in 


them lies to ſupply the defect: And it is 
with regret I think upon the ſtrong op- 
poſition that has been made from gentle- 
men of conſiderable abilities, bur, l am 
afraid, of reſtleſs, and ambitious ſpirits; 


intimating 


LF 3 
intimating that the defect muſt be fup- 
plicd by a hereditary Regent; a character 
not known to the Laws nor Conſtitution 
of this Country for ſurely the very term 
Regent denotes an elective office; and 
how it can be otherwiſe determined mutt 
| be left to the ſagacity or chicanery of 
thoſe who firſt broached it.” However, 
convinced by 268 worthy and upright 
ſupporters of the Conſtitution, they ſeem 
aſhamed of their allegation and have ac- 
cordingly abandoned their favourite doc- 
tine; But are we to ſuppoſe that the 
two hundred and odd members who voted 
| againſt the conſtitutional principles are 
betrayers of their truſt, and, baſely deſert- 
ing the prerogatives of the crown in the 
moment of diſtreſs? By no manner of 
means. That there are ſome, and I am 


afraid, 


E. SY 
afraid, too many, who are of ambitious 
fpirits, graſping after the idle phantom 
Power, is true : but there are others, who 
are no. doubt equally folicitons for the 
welfare of their king and country, and 
would to the utmoſt of their abilities ren- 
der it their utmoſt ſervice, but at the 
ſame time they may have been miſtaken 
men ; for no man upon earth is infallible ; 
nor can it be deemed calumny to ſuppoſe 


many of them are now otherwiſe con- 


# 


vinced. 

That the regent who will be appointed 
by the Legiſlature to execute the functions 
of government now vacant will be bis 
royal highneſs the Prince of Wales, ſeems 
then to be indubitable. And; ſurety, no 
man on earth can conceive a more fit 
perſon in-the kingdom. Ore whom the 


'* laws 


MOB 

law has ordained to ſucceed upon demiſe, 
is ſurely the moſt proper to execute when 
mental inability is unfortunately befallen 
the monarch. This being acknowledged 
on all handsz it remains that the Conſti- 
. tution from which the preſent monarch 
received and held his prerogatives be duly 
taken care of by the guardians of the 
monarchial rights and the privileges of 
the ſubjects; which now calls for the 
united wiſdom of the legiſlature, that 

both may be preſerved entire, and that 
each, both monarch and people, when- 
ever the happy moment ſhall arrive, 
(which God grant may be ſpeedily !) may 
receive unſullied their reſpective rights. 
Juſt to illuſtrate this point I would aſk, 
What ſhould we conceive of thoſe medi- 
cal gentlemen employed for the reſtora- 


B tion 


n 

tion of the royal perſon, if while by their 
{kill in recovering his mental faculties, 
they : ally diſregarded his bodily conſti- 
tution---ſhould we not ſay they were neg- 
lectful! Kia 

Can we then ſuppoſe, for a moment, 
my countrymen, that the Prince will not 
accept the Regency agreeable to the ſpirit 
of the Conſtitution ? What ! a prince re- 
nowned for magnanimity of ſoul---bred 
and born a Bx1ToN, who ſucked the very 
effence of the conſtitution as it were from 
the breaſt ;---of the moſt dutiful and be- 
coming reverence towards his royal pa- 
rents---and of tender love and regard to 
his whole family, and, what is more, 
prizing his native country with all her 
envicd freedom, above every other con- 


ſideration. 
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3 
ſideration. Shall ſuch a prince, 1 ſay, 


be ſuſpected of betraying the power dele- 
gated to him? Forbid it. Loyalty! For- 
bid it, Heaven! Thoſe perſons who can 
conceive ſo unfavourably of their prince 
pay him but an ill compliment for his 
filial and patriotic love for his royal fa- 
ther and his country, and he is very little 
beholden to them for their courtly favours. 
Cannot we allow that he has a great ſa- 


gacity and knowledge of the prerogatives 


of his royal father and the privileges of 


the people committed to his care and pro- 
tection, that he will ſtill uphold them 
and preſerve them entire? He is certainly 
judicious enough to ſee to what a height 
of renown and glory this happy ule is 
brought through the efforts and ſurpriſ- 


ing abilities of thoſe very men who will 
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( 12 ) 
conſtitute him Regent. Can we ſeriouſly 
imagine that he will be ſo inconſiderate 
---ſo ungrateful towards that conſtitu- 
tion that placed his royal parents on the 
throne to which he himſelf in due time 
may expect to reap the bleſſings annexed ? 
ſo thoughtleſs of the concerns of his 
country---that country Which at a late 
period, was a'moit brought to the brink 
of deſtrution—an almoſt exhauſted trea- 
{try---rcbellion in our colonies---inteftine 
' divitions at home---commerce nearly de- 
ſtroyed---a prey to all our enemies---and 
almoſt every power at variance with us, 
meditating our ex pe ded deftruction, ery- 
ing out, like the enemies of the Pſalmiſt, 
5: Down with them, down with them, 
even to the ground: Let them fall that 
tt they riſe uo more!“ Which certainly 


had 


1 

had been our unfortunate caſe, had the 
ſame men and meaſures ſtill have been 
purſued. But the wiſdom of the mo- 
narch changing the men, the ſyſtem was 
changed alſo; and this, by the bleſſing 
of God, and the honeſt endeavours of the 
preſent miniſtry, took us (to uſe a Scrip- 
ture phraſe) out of the mire and clay, 
and ſet us once more upon a rock; that 
inſtead of being tributary to ſome petty 
power, we are thereby enabled to give 
laws to almoſt the whole globe. Such a 
precedent is no where to be found in the 
annals of hiſtory. This, then, my coun- 
trymen, being the true ſtate of the caſe, 
let us wiſely truſt to that conſtitution, 
of which we have nothing to fear ; with 
which, I have feebly endeavoured to de- 
monſtrate, our common felicity is fo in- 


timately 


K 


timately connected, and of whoſe excel- 


lencies beyond all other governments my 
poor abilities can give but a very faint 
ſketch. 

Numberleſs have been the tracts pre- 
ſented to the world by men of much 
greater talents. Too many have been 
wrote in the heat of party---only taking 
up one fide of the queſtion---and ſo be- 
ſtrew'd with flowery rhetoric and ſo— 
phiſtical arguments, that they are utterly 
unintelligible to men of mean capacities 
others again have been too prolix and ex- 
penſive. Mine is wrote in a plain ſtile, 
by a plain man, deſigned only for plain 
ſervice. As ſuch it is preſented to men 
of the ſame level with myſelf; and if it 
may be the means of doing good in the 
ſmalleſt degree, as it 18 pen'd with no 


other 


( 2s. 3 
other view but to adminiſter to the 
peace of my country, I am amply re- 
warded. 

In the mean time, as the preſent eriſis 
is truly alarming, let us all humble our- 
ſelves under the mighty hand of God. 
And this, in my humble opinion, (if the 
wiſdom of the legiſlature ſaw fit) ſhould 
be done by a day of Faſling, &c. But 
be that as it may, we ought certainly to 
acknowledge the ArmiGuTY in eve- 
ry calamity, that, having had the due 
effect for which it was ſent, viz. * the 
* {urning away every one of us from the 
& em of 0u7 ways,” He may through his 
own unmerited mercy and favour reſtore 
in dug time our moſt excellent ſovereign 


to the due cxerciſe of thoſe functions he 


was to eminently qualified for. Which 


V\ hen 
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when the happy moment ſhall arrive, let 
us entertain the pleaſing imagination of 
ſeeing the loyal prince with heart felt 
joy and ſatis faction delivering up, toge- 
ther with the prerögakives he 6046 ſtruſt⸗ 
ed with for the good of the people, to 
his royd father, in ſome ſuch words as 
theſe : © Sire, Behold, here I am. Re- 
tt ceive again all that ſacred Commiſſion 
« delegated for a painful ſeaſon to my 
& care, With Joy I reſign what my ſitu- 
& ation conſtrained me to receive with 
©« inexpreſſible concern. And if I have 
& not added any thing to the luſtre of the 
4 royal diadem, I have not, I hope, in any 
&© unpardonable degree diminiſhed it.“ 


Bruhopfgate-ſireet, 
Jan. 3th. 1 789. 5 


